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M

UCH LIKE THE LEAVES

change colors
every year, Apple
releases new iPhones every
year. This year was no
exception. The build up to
any Apple event is fraught
with lots of rumors and
predictions. Some of which
came true. Others ,well they
were a total miss. Apple for
its part staged another fully
scripted, and wonderfully
produced, virtual event.
While iPhones were the
main topic. There were
other products that received
updates as well. As you will
see below.
Apple Watch 7

Let us get something out of
the way. If you were
listening to rumors and
expected a wholly different
look for the Apple Watch.
Well, you won’t be a happy
camper. This years model
looks almost exactly like
last years model at a glance.
That’s not to say it has not
been enhanced for this
years release. The new
model sports 20% more
screen area. A new retina
display is also up to 70%
brighter indoors. The new
screen size is packed into a
body that is the same size as
last year. Just as with other
Apple products, they
managed to shrink the
bezels. In this case that
amounted to a 40%
reduction.

The new screens have more
to offer than just being
larger in area. They are also
more resilient. Apple notes
that they thickened the
front crystal by 50%. They
also changed the shape of
the protective crystal so that
it has a flat base. This
makes for a sturdier device.
Under the hood Apple’s
engineers managed to
integrate the touch sensor
into the display panel. This
type of engineering work,
though not seen directly,
contributes to the
smaller borders
and reduced
thickness of the
display. The Series
7 is also IPX6 dust
resistant. I looked
that up. It means
the device in
question offers
complete
protection from
dust. The Series 7
is also water
resistant up to 50
meters, 164 feet.
2

The larger screen means
Apple can fit an entire
QWERTY keyboard on
screen. You can type or
swipe to enter text. (This
addition is currently part of
a lawsuit with a developer
over his product,
‘FlickType’. See <https://
appleinsider.com/articles/
21/09/17/developer-disputesapples-take-on-flicktyperemoval> ) The one
downside of the new screen
size is that Series 6 cases
will not work with Series 7
watches. The difference is
small, only one millimeter,
but significant for watch
cases.
Apple has been pretty mum
this year on the internal
components. Leading to
speculation that the CPU
has not undergone any
major updates from the
Series 6. The only reference
to updated components
comes from Apple touting
quicker battery charging.

Continued from Page 2

The new watches come
with a fast charging USB-C
cable allowing them to
charge 33% faster. Apple
claims you can get 8 hours
of usage from an 8 minute
charge. The
battery, at
full charge, is
rated to last
18 hours.

implemented. These
included measuring a users’
tennis serve, or the distance
of a golf drive. Utilizing
“Hey Siri” you can ask how
far you have biked. Fall
detection while biking is
now a thing. Presumably
Apple is utilizing existing
sensors and combining
them with Machine
Learning and AI to fuel
these new features.

iPad 2021

Apple announced a
refreshed version of its most
popular iPad. Making this
the 9th generational release.
The overall look of the iPad
has remained the same.
Below the surface it has

you’re in. It also supports
the P3 wide color gamut.
This translates to a 25
percent larger color space
compared to sRGB. This
means that they can
represent more colors with
better accuracy and stay
more true to what those
colors actually look like in
real life.
iPad Mini

Apple
showcased
features,
without
explaining
how they
were

Series 7 is available in
aluminum colors, midnight,
starlight, green, blue, red,
silver, graphic, gold,
stainless steel and lastly
natural titanium or space
black titanium.

Continued on Page 3

some welcome changes.
Apple replaced last year’s
cpu, an A12, with an A13.
Apple states this improves
overall performance by
20%. Base model’s storage
has also been doubled from
last years 32GB to this years

64GB. Yet the price remains
unchanged at $329 ($299 for
education buyers).
A couple of iPad Pro
features have been included
with this entry level model.
It now sports a 12MP front
facing camera, which
supports the “Center Stage”
feature that can shift a
camera’s perspective as you
move around. The past year
dealing with the pandemic
influenced this feature.
Apple took note how many
customers were on video
chats for school and work.
The previous generations
front facing camera was
“weak”. (The rear camera is
unchanged.) Both front and
rear cameras benefit from
the upgraded image signal
processor in the A13. The
new model also supports
True Tone, which changes
the screen’s color
temperature to matching
the lighting of the room
3

This year Apple decided to
shake things up with the
iPad Mini. No longer is it
relegated to be the
cheaper, and smaller
option, in the iPad line up.
It has been jazzed up this
year into its own product
category. In fact some of its
features outdo last year’s
iPad Air.
Let us start with the

appearance. The first thing
you will notice is the new
screen. It goes edge to edge.
It is now .4 inches larger
than previous models, 8.3 vs
Continued on Page 4

Continued from Page 3

7.9 inches. The all screen
display meant that Apple
had to change up where the
Touch ID control is. Like
the iPad Air it
is integrated
into the top
button. The
display
includes True
tone support,
which changes
the screen’s
color
temperature to matching
the lighting of the room
you’re in.
The body sports flat edges,
much like the iPad Air and
iPad Pros. The side benefit
is it enables Apple Pencil 2
support. Just attach the
Pencil to the side of the
Mini. Gone with this update
is the Lightning port. In it’s
place Apple has provided a
USB-C connection instead.
The changes with the iPad
Mini are more than skin
deep. Practically everything
about this year’s model has
been redesigned. Take for
instance the CPU. Apple
could have tossed in a 2 year
old chip. But it didn’t. This
years model jumped to the
brand new A15 chip. In
comparison last years
model used an A12. The
new chip sports a total core
count of 6 units. Two of
which are high
performance and four low
power efficiency cores.
Apple claims the new CPU
is 40% faster than the A12.
There is also a new 5 core
GPU that is touted as 80%

faster than the one that
came with the A12.
The cameras in the iPad
Mini also received an
upgrade. The previous

generation Mini had a 8MP
shooter for the rear camera.
The new iPad Mini sports a
12MP camera. The front
facing camera also got
bumped up to a 12MP
model. The front facing
camera also comes with
face-and-body-tracking
"Center
Stage"
feature
from the
2021 iPad
Pros.
Lastly
the iPad
Mini
supports
the latest
WiFI
standard, WiFi 6, and the
latest cellular technology,
5G.
The new Mini can be found
in the following colors:
black, white, dark cherry,
English lavender, and
electric orange. Plan on
forking out some extra cash
for this year’s iPad Mini. It
costs $100 more than last
year’s model did, starting at
$499.

iPhone 13

The main product reveal
was saved for last. Of course
it was the iPhone 13 family.
Everyone knew a new
phone was coming. But
remarkably very few
rumors actually came out
claiming to know what
Cupertino had in store.
The overall appearance of
the iPhone remains
unchanged from last year’s
iPhone 12. Sure the cameras
on the back are arranged
differently. (Horizontally if
you are curious.) The front
display notch is still there,
but it is 20% smaller than
the iPhone 12’s. Apple calls
the iPhone 13 display “Super
Retina XDR”. It is 28%
brighter, at 800 nits. Last
years iPhone screen sizes

percent faster than the
leading competition." The
new four-core GPU is up to
30 percent faster than the
competition, and the 16 core
Neural Engine is capable of
15.8 trillion operations per
second.
Apple’s presentation states
the whole phone has been
rearchitected to make room
for “new technology”,
which includes a larger
battery. Apple was coy
when it came to details
about it’s larger batteries.
But it is clear that the entire
iPhone 13 family received an
upgrade when it came to
batteries. The iPhone Mini
13 is project to last an

buyers. Apple is
aware of this as
well. This year
the mechanics
of the camera
remain pretty
much the same
as last years
model. But this
year we get a
new feature,
powered by AI
and the Neural
Engine. It is called
cinematic mode. It allows
for changing the focus from
foreground to background
objects seamlessly during a
video. You can choose the
foreground and background
objects by tapping on the
screen. This locks the focus
points. From there the
iPhone handles the
focusing
changes.
iPhone 13 Pro

remain unchanged this
year, 5.4 and 6.1 inches
respectively.
Under the hood there is a
new engine. It is the A15
Bionic. It’s a 6 core CPU that
has two high performance
cores and four low power
efficiency cores. Apple
claims the A15 Bionic is:
"the fastest CPU in any
smartphone, up to 50
Continued on Page 5
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additional 1.5 hours over
last years equivalent. The
iPhone 13 turns in a quite
respectable 2.5 additional
hours of battery life, vs its
predecessor. The battery
isn’t the only thing that has
gotten larger. The iPhone 13
family all start at a
minimum of 128GB of
storage. That is double what
the minimum storage was
last year.
We all know that cameras
are a big draw for potential

The iPhone 13
Pro also shares
in the same
updates that the
base model
received. It
sports an even
larger battery,
particularly in the iPhone 13
Pro Max. The Pro models
all support a five core GPU.
Apple claims that this
makes for the fastest GPU
in any smartphone. New
with this years iPhone 13 Pro
is a display that supports up
to 120Hz. Already Samsung
is trying to cast aspersions
saying they’ve offered 120Hz
displays for years. While
true it ignores the fact that
Apple’s display changes
refresh rates, down to 10Hz,
to match the type of activity
5

you’re performing. This has
the intended impact of
conserving battery life. So
rather than being a just a
bullet point on a spec sheet,
it’s thoughtfully
implemented.
The rear cameras are all
new this year for the Pro
models. A new 77mm
telephoto lens with 3x
optical zoom. An ultra wide
lens with an f/1.8 results in a
claim of a 92%
improvement in low light.
The main lens is also
improved. It is an f/1.5,
which improves low light
performance by 2.2x,
according to Apple. From a
feature stand point there is
a dedicated Macro mode
new with this year’s release.
All of the Pro family now
supports night mode as
well.
This year Apple added a
unique feature, powered by
the A15 Bionic, shooting in
ProRes. ProRes is a high end
format used by video
professionals. The A15
sports hardware
acceleration for this. You
can take the footage you
Continued on Page 18

Consumer Desktop Mac Buying Guide: Which
Is Right For You?
By Julio Ojeda-Zapata

M

ost Mac users buy laptops, but
Apple hasn’t neglected those who
prefer desktop Macs. Its recently
released M1-based iMac has a brand-new
design in an array of lively colors, a thin
profile, better performance than its Intel
precursor, enhanced webcam image quality,
and more (see “Apple Releases New M1Based 24-inch iMac in Spring Colors,” 20
April 2021).
If you are in the market for a desktop Mac,
as I am, you might find the M1-based iMac to
be tempting. I’ve been using an Apple review
unit for a few weeks, and I’m smitten—even
though it has a physical flaw that I’ll explain
in a bit.

Before dropping $1299 or more for one of
these Macs, however, you should consider
all your desktop Mac choices, as I have been.
I’m focused on consumer-level options for
those with limited budgets, so you’ll see no
further mention in this article of the Mac
Pro with its Pro Display XDR for a combined
minimum of $10,998, or even the 27-inch
iMac with 5K Retina display ($1799 and up).
But the Mac mini, retrofitted late last year
with the same M1 chip now found in the
iMac and other newer Macs with Apple
silicon, is worth a look (see “Apple M1 Chip
Powers New MacBook Air, MacBook Pro,
and Mac mini,” 10 November 2020). The
Mac mini starts at $699, not including a
display, keyboard, or pointing device.
Then there is the M1-based MacBook Air,
starting at $999. Yes, it’s a laptop, but many
6

users plug it into a display, attach external
input devices, and get busy in desktop mode
at least part of the time. The M1-based 13inch MacBook Pro starts at $1299, but I don’t
see it as a good deal if you’re on a budget for
reasons I’ll explain a bit later.
I’m guessing you are at least superficially
familiar with all of these Mac options, but I
hope to dig into details and nuances you
may not have considered. I had not made my
buying decision as I typed these words, so
writing this article has been a helpful
exercise.
Modular Mac

My last Mac was the space gray Mac mini,
announced in 2018, with an eighthgeneration Intel i5 processor, 8 GB of
memory, and 256 GB of storage for $799. It
served me nicely until last year, when I
received $460 for it from Phobio, Apple’s
hardware trade-in partner.

I had intended to replace the Intel-based
Mac mini with its M1 equivalent for $699,
but the new iMac put my buying plans on
pause. I might still end up going with the
Mac mini, however. It has some benefits:
choosing your own display, easy swapping in
the future, and access to legacy ports.
You get to choose your own display.
Separating the Mac from its screen opens up
a world of options. If you are on a tight
budget, you can get a decent-enough display
for a few hundred dollars for a combined
cash outlay under $1000, which is
substantially less than the cost of an entryContinued on Page 7

Of course, you also need to add external
input devices—the Mac mini doesn’t come
with any. Choices abound; you can’t go
wrong with Apple’s Magic Keyboard and
Magic Trackpad, which I’ve been using for
years. I dislike the Magic Mouse, though, so
I use Logitech’s MX Master 3.

Continued from Page 6

level iMac. Better yet, you might already
have a display to press into service, so the
Mac would be your only significant expense.
I like my midrange display, the $699
UltraFine 4K Display, made by LG with
Apple’s input and sold via Apple’s online

One great thing about the Mac mini is how
easy it is to transport if, for instance, you
have to take it to an Apple Store’s Genius
Bar—detach it from its display and go. Any
sort of transport is more of a chore with the
iMac, thanks to its integrated display.
The Mac mini is easy to swap out. After
decades of using all-in-one Macs, ranging
from the Mac Classic and the Color Classic
to every flavor of iMac, my switch to a Mac
mini was jarring but logical. If I bought a
nice-enough display, I reasoned, it would
last me through at least two or three Mac
generations. I’d just exchange one Mac mini
for another as a sort of brain transplant,
thereby saving money.

and physical stores (see “Apple Debuts LG’s
All-New 23.7-inch UltraFine Display,” 20
May 2019). The 23.7-inch display connects to
a Mac via a Thunderbolt 3 port and doubles
as a hub with a second Thunderbolt port
and three USB-C ports.
TidBITS managing editor Josh Centers
bought a different LG display, the 27UK850-

The Mac mini has legacy ports. Most M1based Macs offer limited port options,
forcing users to invest in dongles or docks.
The Mac mini is the exception with two
USB-A ports, an HDMI port, and an
Ethernet port, along with the standard two
Thunderbolt ports.

W 27-inch (see “LG 27UK850-W: An
Acceptable 27-inch Display for the Mac,” 18
December 2020). It doesn’t do Thunderbolt 3
but does have a USB-C port for linking to a
Mac. The display’s price varies, often
topping $600, so keep an eye out for deals;
Josh paid $380.

Clamshell Mac

I’ve never owned a Mac laptop, but
whenever Apple sends me one for review, I
plug it into my LG UltraFine display.
Sometimes I keep the laptop open and perch
it on Twelve South’s Curve stand for use as a
secondary display. At other times, I’ll keep
the laptop closed in “clamshell” mode.

If you want to use your Mac mini with two
displays, things get a little complicated. The
Mac mini supports only a single
Thunderbolt display, but you can connect a
second display via its HDMI port. That may
require the use of an adapter.

Continued on Page 8
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Such an arrangement can
have huge ergonomic
benefits. Many laptop
owners experience neck
strain by continually
hunching over their laptop
screens. I often run into
Mac laptop users who do
not seem to grasp the health
implications of such an
arrangement. I am happy to
educate them.
The other obvious benefit
of connecting a MacBook to
a desktop display is more
screen space to work,
especially if you position
the laptop alongside as a
secondary screen.
A laptop-with-display

arrangement is also helpful
in an office or home where
a workspace is shared.
Imagine Mom, Dad, and the
kids moving about the
house with their laptops,
which is fine most of the
time. But if a household
member wants better
ergonomics and increased
screen real estate for a
serious work session, they
can jack into a communal
display.

Pairing a Mac laptop with
an external display doesn’t
have to be expensive. Begin
with a $999 MacBook Air
and add a decent monitor to
keep the combined outlay
under about $1400, or
roughly the cost of a midrange iMac.
Want two external screens?
The M1-based MacBook
Air, unlike its Intel-based
predecessor, does not have
native support for dual
displays—but there are
workarounds. Companies
such as Kensington offer
hardware and software to
get around this issue. If you
have an iPad, that can be
one of your external screens
via Apple’s Sidecar feature
(see “Catalina’s Sidecar
Turns an iPad into a Second
Mac Monitor,” 21 October
2019), or third-party options
such as Luna Display or
Duet Display (see “Luna
Display Turns an iPad into a
Responsive Mac Screen,” 7
December 2018 and “Attach
an iPad to Your MacBook as
a Second Display with
Mountie,” 22 February
2019).
Need legacy ports?

The MacBook Air has only
two Thunderbolt ports
along with an audio jack,
but you can get more ports
with an external display
(the LG model that Josh
bought includes two HDMI
ports and two USB-A ports
along with its headphone
jack and a single USB-C
port) or a Thunderbolt 3
dock (I favor Elgato’s model
with two Thunderbolt
ports, three USB-A ports, a
8

Gigabit Ethernet port, and a
DisplayPort, along with
headphone and
microphone ports).
The 13-inch MacBook Pro is
another laptop option, but
I’d suggest avoiding it
unless you’re enamored
with its Touch Bar (not
many people are). Its screen
is only marginally brighter
than the MacBook Air’s. It
has minimally better
performance thanks to a fan
that the MacBook Air lacks
but would rarely need in
everyday use. It’s bulkier
and heavier than the
MacBook Air. And of
course, it’s more expensive.
Some might be reluctant to
buy an M1-based MacBook
Air or MacBook Pro
because of their dated
designs (all but identical to
their Intel-based
predecessors), but it may be
a while before redesigned
consumer MacBooks arrive.
Pro-level laptops with fresh
looks are rumored to be first
up—perhaps later this
year—with consumer
models possibly due by the
end of the year or in 2022. If
I were in the market for a
consumer laptop, I would

Continued on Page 27

MoneyWell 3.1.2
Diligent Robot has
released version 3.1.2 of
its MoneyWell personal
finance and envelopebased budgeting app,
providing fixes to support
USAA’s new Direct
Connect method. The
update also adds a memo
field to Events in the
Spending Plan, adds an
option to CSV imports to
ignore empty columns,
adds a visible option to
backdate Direct Connect
dates for institutions that
misuse the last updated
date (Citi, USAA), and
fixes a CSV import bug
when importing check
transactions. ($60 new,
free update, 13.9 MB,
release notes, macOS
10.11+)

Bookends 13.5.5
Sonny Software has
published Bookends
13.5.5, restoring direct
downloading of PDFs
from publishers that use
ScienceDirect. The
reference management
tool also adds support for
dragging files from the
marooned attachment list,
streamlines the process of
attaching multiple files to
a selected reference,
enables you to create a
notecard with a title from
a PDF’s table of contents,
adds medRxiv to the
Bookends Browser
bookmarks, fixes a bug in
exporting references to a
tab-delimited file, and
resolves an issue that
prevented the progress
window from showing
when exporting selected
references with a format.
($59.99 new with a 25%
discount for TidBITS
members, 97.8 MB,
release notes, macOS
10.13+)
Continued on Page 11

Hot New Features in
Safari in iOS 15 and
iPadOS 15
By Josh Centers

i

OS 15 has brought some of the
most significant revisions to
Safari since the iPhone’s
introduction. The address bar is on
the bottom! Where’s Private
Browsing? What are Tab Groups?
Why does the color of the top of
the screen keep changing?
Let’s walk through the major new
changes, see if we can help you
make sense of them, and show how
to turn some of them off. I cover
these and many other new iOS 15
and iPadOS 15 features in Take
Control of iOS 15 and iPadOS 15.

Safari Upside Down
When iOS 15 came out, people
were suddenly baffled by the fact
that Safari seemed to be upside
down.
Earlier
betas of
iOS 15
boasted an
even more
radical
design that
concealed
many common functions. The first
betas hid the refresh, share, and
tab buttons entirely. The
screenshots below come from a
later beta, where Apple was still
trying to cram more controls into
the tab itself. I shudder to think of
the response if Apple had shipped
that design.

How Safari looked in one of
the later iOS 15 betas
Thankfully, after a litany of
complaints from beta testers,
Apple dialed things back to a more
familiar interface. Just upside
down.
Apple made this switch for good
reasons. Prior to the iPhone 6,
9

iPhones were much shorter, and
most people’s thumbs could easily
reach the top of the screen. During
that time, Apple even made this a
selling point against thenenormous Android phones with its
“thumb” TV ad. (Ah, for the days
when “common sense” suggested
screens could match the size of
most people’s hands.)
Over the years, iPhones have
become ever taller. Even people
with large hands have to really
stretch to reach the top of the
screen, where Safari’s address bar
was. To address that concern
(Reachability doesn’t seem to be a
huge hit), Apple converted it to a
“tab bar” and moved it to the
bottom of the screen, where
everyone can
easily reach it.
Tap it to enter a
URL or search
term, just as
you would
have in the old
address bar.
The bottommounted tab bar features another
nice touch: you can now swipe left
or right to switch between tabs
quickly. Along with tapping the tab
button in the lower-right corner,
you can also swipe up on the tab
bar to reveal all tabs, although that
gesture is a little tricky on a Face
ID-enabled iPhone since you have
to start just above where you’d
normally swipe up to return to the
Home screen.
Although the new position makes
sense and feels actively easier to
use, it does require that you rewire
your muscle memory. If that proves
too difficult or you prefer the old
approach, you can switch back. Go
to Settings > Safari, scroll down to
Continued from Page 10

address bar, tap the microphone
icon, speak a search query, and
Safari will search using your
default search engine. There’s no
need to tap Go or anything else—
the search activates as soon as
you stop speaking.

Continued from Page 9
Tabs and select Single Tab.
However, I encourage you to try
the new way for a few days, since
it’s easier to use and less RSIprovoking once you get used to it.

In some but not all cases, a voice
search may take you directly to a
particular site. If that’s desirable,
you can ensure that it navigates
directly to a site by saying its
URL, as in “tidbits dot com” or
even “talk dot tidbits dot com.”
We anticipate using this feature
heavily.

Safari’s Rainbow
There’s another tab-related
setting in Settings > Safari that
you might want to disable to
revert to previous behavior. As
you may have noticed in the
screenshot at the top of this
article, Safari on the iPhone
colorizes the status bar area at the
top of the screen in an attempt to
match the “color” of the site. I
quote “color” because it often
picks up an accent or logo color—
it doesn’t necessarily take its cue
from the main site background
color.
As a result, loading the TidBITS
site turns the status bar a deep
purple and keeps it that way even
if you scroll down (below left). If
you don’t like the effect, you can
disable Allow Website Tinting
and return the status bar to a
translucent overlay (below right).
(We’ve since changed our meta
theme-color to white to remove
the purple bar in Safari when
viewing the TidBITS website.)
Safari in iPadOS 15 didn’t see as
radical a redesign as Safari in iOS
15, but it doubles down on this
color change approach. Where
Safari in iOS changes just the
relatively small status bar area,
Safari in iPadOS turns its entire
tab bar the dominant color of
whatever website you visit. The
idea is to make it easier to figure
out which site you’re viewing as
you switch between tabs.
You may not find it helpful
because there’s no predicting
what color any given site will be.
It can also be a rather glaring
effect. Worse, it’s logically
confusing, since not all of the
controls in the tab bar are

associated with the current site,
so it makes no sense to connect
them by color.
As with the iOS version of Safari,
you can revert to a calm gray tab
bar if you prefer. Go to Settings >
Safari and turn off Show Color in
Tab Bar.

Compact Tab Bar in iPadOS
15
If you want a look at Apple’s
original concept for Safari’s tab
bar in iPadOS 15, go to Settings >
Safari, and under Tabs, select
Compact Tab Bar.
It combines tabs with the address
bar to save screen real estate. I
find it cluttered and bewildering,
so I’m glad it’s not the default.
You might wonder where the
back and forward arrows have
gone—they only appear when
there’s a page to which you can
tap them to navigate. Even more
confusingly, there’s no obvious
way to view all open tabs. You
have to open
the sidebar
and tap the
tab icon to the right of the
number of tabs—tapping the text
isn’t sufficient.

Voice Search
Apple has a mixed record with
dictation and voice recognition,
but Safari’s new voice search
feature is incredible. Tap in the

Safari 15 on the Mac doesn’t
include the voice search button,
which is a crying shame.

Tab Groups and Private
Browsing
Another high-profile new feature
in Safari is Tab Groups, which
lets you create and switch among
collections of tabs. The idea
behind Tab Groups is to help
solve the problem so many of us
have: having hundreds of
unrelated tabs open at once.
You can make as many groups of
tabs as you like. You could have
one tab group for your work,
another for an upcoming trip,
and a third for research for
something you’re looking to buy.
To work with tab groups, first
open the tab switcher by tapping
the tab icon or (if your tab bar is
on the bottom) swiping up on the
tab bar. Tap X Tabs, where X is
how many tabs you have open, to
reveal the Tab Groups menu.
Then:

•To create a new tab group, tap
New Empty Tab Group, give it a
name, and tap Save. You can also
tap New Tab Group from X Tabs
to create a tab group from the
tabs you currently have open.
Continued on Page 11

Continued from Page 9

RAW Power 3.3.2
Gentlemen Coders recently
released RAW Power 3.3
with the new Extended
RAW feature that adds
support for cameras beyond
those offered by Apple’s
RAW engine, including
compressed Fujifilm RAW
images, Go Pro, Olympus,
and others. The update also
brings new tools for split
toning, lens correction, and
color fringe removal;
enhances exporting to the
Photos library; and enables
you to hide LUTs by
picking the folder in the
pop-up. Shortly after this
release, Gentlemen Coders
issued version 3.3.2 with
unspecified changes.
($39.99 new from the Mac
App Store, free upgrade,
53.7 MB, macOS 10.14+)

GraphicConverter
11.5
Lemkesoft has released
GraphicConverter 11.5
with improvements and
bug fixes for the Swiss
Army knife of graphics
programs. The update now
enables you to place GPX
geographic tracks onto a
map, adds the capability to
copy all metadata to
matching files in a
destination folder, adds
both a menu item and a
toolbar item for creating a
rectangle selection with
specific dimensions,
enables copying of Exif
data from another file, and
adds batch actions for
resaving a file as a JPEG or
HEIC with size check.
($39.95 new from
Lemkesoft or the Mac App
Store, free update, 260 MB,
release notes, macOS
10.9+)

Continued on Page 13

Continued from Page 10
•To switch to a different tab group,
tap it in the Tab
Groups menu.
•To delete a tab
group, swipe left
on it to reveal a
delete icon.
If you regularly
use Private
Browsing to
prevent Safari
from
remembering
anything about
your browsing session, note that
you now access it like any other tab
group—it’s called Private in the
Tab Groups menu.
The Tag Group interface is similar
on the iPad, though the tab icon
has changed to better represent the
tab switcher interface there. You
can also access Tab Groups from
the sidebar.
Personally, I find Tab Groups a bit
confusing, at least on the iPhone,
since I often switch between
projects and don’t remember to
switch to the appropriate tab group
first. Then I lose track of even more
tabs than I used to because they’re
tucked away in some other tab
group. Tab groups do sync among
your Apple devices, so it’s possible
that they would work better for me
if I browsed with Safari on the Mac
(see “Safari 15,” 21 September 2021),
which adds Tab Groups to Safari in
macOS 11 Big Sur and 10.15
Catalina).

Tab Grid
Another nice new change in iOS 15
is that Safari now formats its tab
switcher as a grid instead of a card
stack, just like on the iPad. The
grid makes it much easier to see
which tabs are open, plus you can
press and hold a tab to move it
around. You can swipe tabs to the
left to close them or tap the
somewhat obscured X button,
which Apple oddly put in the
upper-right corner like Windows.

10
11

It would have made more sense to
mimic the offset upper-left corner
approach used when deleting apps
in the App Library.
Left: Safari’s tab
stack in iOS 14.
Right: Safari’s tab
grid in iOS 15.
Want to close all
open tabs so you can
start fresh with Tab
Groups? Press and
hold the Done text
label to reveal the
secret option. Why
Apple hid it there is
baffling, and there’s
zero indication that “Done” would
have any secondary function.

Shared with You
Have you ever dug through a
Messages thread trying to find an
article someone sent you? Shared
with You, a new feature in some of
Apple’s built-in apps, corrals these
links so you can access them all in
one place.
On both iOS 15 and iPadOS 15, you
can get to Shared with You from
Safari’s start page, which you see
whenever you create a new tab or
tap in the tab bar. (You may have to
scroll down to see it, under the
Favorites and Frequently Visited
collections.) Tap Show All next to
Shared with You to see all the links.
On the iPad, you can also find
Shared with You in the sidebar. (At
least in theory—it doesn’t appear
on Adam’s iPad Pro running
iPadOS 15, even after I explicitly
sent him a link that does appear in
Shared with You on his iPhone 11
Pro running iOS 15.)

Other Features
Those are the most significant new
features, but Apple also added
some smaller features that are less
likely to impact your everyday
usage:
•Customizable start page: I
Continued on Page18

How I Learned To Love Quicken
Deluxe and Give Up on the Past
By Glenn Fleishman

I

couldn’t remember when I first
installed Quicken to manage
my
personal and
smallbusiness
finances. It
seems like I’ve
used it forever.
But after a
recent long-delayed update to the
current version, Quicken Deluxe,
I can now pinpoint the time:
mid-1998.

•Financial institution transaction
syncing and automatic (or at least
heavily assisted) reconciliation

After 23 years of using older
versions of Quicken, including
Quicken 2007 since its
paradoxical release in 2006, I’ve
finally severed my cord to the
past: to PowerPC and Intel
processors, to outdated record
formats, and to clunky manual
entry of transactions. I waited so
long, however, that I wasn’t forced
to give up anything in the process.

But Quicken 2007 was already
behind the times in 2006! Apple
had already begun its transition
from PowerPC to Intel chips, and
Quicken 2007 had only PowerPC
code in it. Intuit never released a
true Intel-compatible version of
its flagship software but somehow
pushed out a hacked-together
version that sidestepped the need
for Rosetta (see “Intuit Releases
Quicken Mac 2007 OS X Lion
Compatible,” 8 March 2012). After
years of excuses,
the company
released an
entirely new
app, Quicken
Essentials, that
was so stripped
down as to be
essentially…
useless.

This is my journey, and if you’re
still on Quicken 2007, it’s one you
can take too.

Quicken 2007 Was Old
When It Was New
When Intuit, Quicken’s original
owner, released Quicken 2007 for
what was then called Mac OS X,
it was a major step forward for
Mac users in synchronizing
online accounts and producing
financial reports. Quicken 2007
included and improved on several
bookkeeping needs I had and still
have:
•Transaction-based entry
•Hierarchical categories (like
“Business:Hardware:In-state” to
mark purchases on which I paid
sales tax, or
“Income:Consulting:Conferences
”)

•Highly customizable reporting
to extract lists of transactions or
summaries of income and
expenses corresponding to city,
state, and federal tax guidelines
•Separating personal and
business transactions by using
categories to assign any
transaction to any purpose

Intuit’s attempts
to reimplement the full
capabilities of Quicken 2007
never quite hit the mark; see
“Quicken 2015: Close, But Not Yet
Acceptable” (2 October 2014). I
regularly updated that “2015” app
version and even bought some
upgrades to see if Intuit had
added what I needed.
At various times from 2014 to the
present, I also tried Banktivity,
Mint, Moneydance, Xero, and
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others. None met my
requirements, though many came
close. Close wasn’t good enough:
if I was going to shift away from a
two-decade-old system, I wasn’t
willing to give up functionality.
Through macOS 10.14 Mojave
and the end of 32-bit apps,
Quicken 2007 limped along with
a surprising series of minor
updates that allowed it to
continue to function mostly
unimpaired.
And that’s how I found myself in
early 2021 with the digital
equivalent of a bulging shoebox
of old receipts, unsure of how to
move forward in a way that would
save me time and frustration.
Fortunately, Quicken was a step
ahead of me—and a step ahead
of where I thought it was.

Lost in the Desert, but an
Oasis Looms
I continued to run Mojave on my
2017 27-inch iMac even through
the release of macOS 11 Big Sur
for a few reasons. Two of those
were Quicken 2007 and
Mailsmith, a text-only email
program I’ve used for 20 years. A
third was the poor performance
of the iMac’s Fusion drive, which
I eventually fixed with an
external SSD (see “An External
SSD Gave My iMac a New Lease
on Life,” 9 April 2021).
Once I added the SSD and
upgraded to Big Sur, I had the
performance necessary to run
Mojave within a Parallels
Desktop virtual machine. That let
me keep Quicken 2007 and
Mailsmith running while I sought
replacements.
Continued on Page 13
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Lightroom Classic
10.3
Adobe has issued
Lightroom Classic 10.3,
adding the Super
Resolution feature to
increase image resolution.
Powered by AI
technology, Super
Resolution increases
image width and height
by 2x each for a total of
4x pixels, all while
maintaining sharp edges
and color accuracy. The
desktop-focused photo
cataloging and editing
app also brings native
support for M1-based
Macs, adds a tethered live
view for Nikon cameras,
improves selecting and
updating metadata for
multiple images, and adds
new premium preset
packs. ($9.99/$19.99/
$52.99 monthly Creative
Cloud subscription, free
update for subscribers,
release notes, macOS
10.14+) ‘

Microsoft Office for
Mac 16.50
Microsoft has released
version 16.50 of Office
for Mac, enabling coauthoring and AutoSave
on Microsoft Information
Protection-encrypted
documents. By opting into
the setting to support coauthoring, multiple users
can edit documents
labeled and encrypted by
sensitivity labels in the
Word, Excel, and
PowerPoint desktop apps.
PowerPoint also adds an
in-app library of curated,
royalty-free video footage.
Microsoft updated
Outlook with a new view
of working hours for other
users, a new pinned
messages feature, and
added support for
Continued on Page 15

Continued from Page 12
Before I settled on any, my iMac bit
the dust in the most expensive way
possible. A local shop traced the
problem to a failed motherboard.
At a cost of
several
hundred
dollars, it made
no sense to
replace, so I
opted to
purchase an
M1-based Mac
mini to act as
my anchored
office
computer. (The
M1-based 24inch iMac
didn’t impress
me enough, and I wanted two 27inch monitors.)
The move to M1 left me in a crisis.
How could I keep running Quicken
2007? I was in the middle of an
overwhelmingly busy month, so I
punted and set up a virtual Mac. I
chose MacStadium, a co-location
service for people who need
remote Macs, which was offering a
first-month discount. (There are
other virtual Mac options,
including some at Amazon Web
Services, but none are priced for
“using a single app for a few hours
a month.”)
In an effort to find a new-to-me
Mac for Quicken 2007, I searched
eBay for a 2012-era Intel-based Mac
mini that could run Mojave, was
inexpensive enough to make
sense to purchase, and wasn’t
a total slug. I found and
purchased a 2012 model with
4 GB of RAM and a 500 GB
hard drive. In its stock
configuration, it was terribly
slow, but once I installed
Mojave on an unused 256 GB
USB 3.0 SSD I had on hand,
it turned into a pretty zippy
single-purpose Quicken 2007
appliance. After a quick
configuration via a monitor, I set it
to wake on network access and
used exclusively via screen sharing.
To keep this Quicken 2007
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appliance out of the way, I used a
Humancentric Mac Mini Mount
($17.99) to attach it to the underside
of my desk. (The mount has screw
holes spaced for VESA mounting,
so you can attach a Mac mini to the
back of a monitor,
too!)
A goofy picture posted
to Instagram saved me
from the eternal
damnation of running
Quicken 2007 for the
rest of my life.
After posting a photo
of my hidden Mac
mini, an online
acquaintance said I
should check out the
latest Quicken Deluxe. A few years
ago, Intuit sold Quicken to a
private equity group, H.I.G.
Capital. Instead of destroying the
product, the firm breathed new life
into it, seemingly by shifting to a
software subscription model.
Quicken Deluxe costs $51.99 per
year, but search for discounts—I
paid $34.39 for my first year by
clicking through a search-engine
ad. There’s no free trial, but the
company offers a “30-day moneyback satisfaction guarantee.” I
made the purchase, installed the
software, tested it out quickly, and
found to my chagrin that Quicken
Deluxe finally had everything I
needed. Sadly for all my extra
effort, it may have had it as far back
as 2019! I wish I had been paying
more attention.

My next task was to convert my old
data and bring myself up to speed
on the changes.
Continued on Page 14
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The (Quicken) Deluxe Route
to Big Sur and Beyond
First off, I wanted to import my
Quicken 2007 data. I was resigned
to the possibility that I wouldn’t
be able to convert a 14-year-old
data format with 20-plus years of
data, but I held out hope that it
would work. Quicken Deluxe
requires a round trip through a
cloud server for Quicken 2007
format conversions, which it
warns you about since your data
will leave your computer.
It took several failures before I
sorted out what was going wrong
because Quicken Deluxe’s errors
didn’t help. Quicken 2007 can run
on a macOS system that has an

HFS+ or APFS startup volume,
and its data file can be stored on
either kind of filesystem. But you
cannot correctly copy the
Quicken Data file from an APFS
volume. (It seems to use some

outdated package format that
relies on HFS+.)
After finding this answer online
in a forum, I temporarily
installed Quicken Deluxe on the
2012 Mac mini volume on which I
had Quicken 2007. That let me
avoid copying the data files from

APFS and start the conversion.

Continued from Page 13

It took about half an hour to
convert and import tens of
thousands of transactions, but it
succeeded. In Quicken Deluxe
running on my M1-based Mac
mini, I can pull reports dating
back to 1998, and all my accounts
and categories remain intact. I
lost only Quicken 2007 custom
reports, which I can’t complain
about when everything else came
through.

contextual add-ins in the
new WkWebview reading
pane. ($149.99 for a onetime purchase, $99.99/
$69.99 annual
subscription options, free
update through Microsoft
AutoUpdate, release
notes, macOS 10.14+)

The next task was setting up
online synchronization of
accounts. Banks, credit card
companies, and other institutions
had maintained support for
Quicken 2007 for many years, but
synchronization and export
Continued from Page 19

Second-Generation Siri Remote
Review
By Josh Centers

I

have a confession to make.
Despite having written
Take Control of Apple TV
back in 2014 and maintained it
since, I don’t use the Apple TV
often anymore. I don’t watch
much TV these days, and the
rest of the family has grown
fond of the Roku
software built into our
TCL TV.
A big part of why the
Apple TV fell by the
wayside in our house
was the awful Siri
Remote that Apple has
been packing in the
box since 2015. I didn’t
explicitly hate it, but over the
years, I simply avoided using
it. Often, that was because I
couldn’t even find it, leading
me to use Apple’s Remote app
and later the remote built into

the iOS Control Center.
That was in stark contrast to
the aluminum remote that
shipped with the second- and
third-generation Apple TV
boxes. Even though it easily
fell between couch cushions, I

often found myself fiddling
with it while watching TV,
running my fingers along the
smooth aluminum. It felt nice
and was satisfying to use.
14

The chief sin of the original
Siri Remote was that it tried to
be all things to all people. It’s a
TV remote! It’s a game
controller! It’s a floor wax! It’s a
dessert topping! The result
was a device that made almost
no one happy. The touchpad
surface was too sensitive for
scrubbing through video,
lacked the necessary precision
for anything beyond the most
casual games, and made even
casual games frustrating. To
top it all off, the build quality
seemed cheap, at least by
Apple standards. The buttons
felt mushy, and since much of
it was made of glass, we always
handled it with kid gloves or
enveloped it in rubbery cases.
That original Siri Remote
easily makes the top ten list of
Continued on Page 15

Little Snitch 5.2.1
Objective Development
released Little Snitch 5.2
with improvements for
search and sort
performance in the rules
window and added
support for executables
running from randomized
file system paths. The
network traffic
management utility also
integrates the list of
Known Networks used for
Automatic Profile
Switching into the app’s
main window, improves
detection of Wireguard
VPN, enables you to
remove other users’
connections in Network
Monitor, fixes a bug
where a connection alert
for a terminated process
did not disappear after
creating a rule, addresses
identification of iOS
processes running in the
Xcode debugger, and
fixes startup issues after
restarting Macs with
Fusion Drives. Shortly
after this release, the
company updated Little
Snitch to version 5.2.1 to
fix a Little Snitch Agent
crash when an iOS app
runs in the simulator. ($45
new, upgrades available,
31.9 MB, release notes,
macOS 11+)

Timing 2021.4
Daniel Alm has released
Timing 2021.4, focusing
on quality-of-life
Continued on Page 16
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worst Apple designs.
I don’t know why it took so long
to correct such an obvious faux
pas, but Apple finally has, with
a new remote called… the Siri
Remote.
Perhaps
Apple gave
the secondgeneration
Siri Remote
the same
name as the
previous
abomination
in an effort to
overwrite it in
search engines and the history
books of industrial design.
Next-Generation Design
The second-generation Siri
Remote is a merging of the
previous two Apple TV
remotes. Apple has brought
back the all-aluminum body,
directional ring, and clicky
buttons from the remote that
preceded the original Siri
Remote. But it still has a
touchpad of sorts, officially
called the Clickpad, that resides
in the center of the directional
ring and serves as both
touchpad and select button
(technically, the entire ring plus
the central touch surface is the
Clickpad).
The evolution of Apple TV
remotes over the past decade.
The second-generation Siri
Remote blends elements from
its two predecessors.
There are new touches too. The
Siri Remote now features a
power button, which you must
press to turn on the Apple TV—
no other button turns it on now.
If you have an HDMI-CECcompatible television, the
power button can also turn your
TV on and off. Even more
15

welcome for some is the new
Mute button, which you can use
with HDMI-CEC or by
programming the volume
buttons to control your TV or
soundbar volume (in Settings >
Remotes and Devices > Volume
Control). Finally, Apple moved
the Siri button to
the side,
reducing
accidental
invocations.

Unlike the
pancake-flat
original Siri
Remote, this one
brings back sharp aluminum
edges and a curved back. It’s
much thicker (0.36 inches / 9.25
mm) and heavier (2.2 ounces /
64 g) than either of its forebears,
though I wouldn’t describe it as
thick or heavy.
The second-generation Siri
Remote is much thicker than its
two predecessors.
In fact, the second-generation
Siri Remote has made me
surprisingly nostalgic. Like the
old aluminum Apple TV
remote, I find myself holding it
while watching a movie. It’s just
so pleasant to hold and use. It
makes me want to go to the
trouble of bypassing the Roku
interface, switching inputs, and
hunting down something to
watch (though the new power
button combined with HDMICEC makes it easy to turn the
TV and Apple TV on and
switch to the input with a single
press). I find myself using Siri to
turn on subtitles or dim the
lights just because its side
button is satisfying to press.
Like the previous model, the
new one charges through a
Continued on Page 24
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improvements, particularly for
the timeline, call tracking, and
preferences. The time and
productivity tracking app will
now always cover your
“working hours,” makes it easier
to add tasks for idle time,
enables you to resize timeline
selection ranges across the full
height of the timeline, adds call
tracking for more apps
(including Cisco WebEx,
GoToMeeting, and BlueJeans),
reduces the number of falsepositive call detections,
increases the number of
suggestions shown when
entering a task title, adds
support for tracking window
titles of progressive web apps in
Chromium-based browsers
(except Brave), and works
around an issue in Brave that
would cause “apps” created
with Brave to crash while
Timing was running. ($42/
$66/$96 annual subscriptions,
free update, in Setapp, 34.9 MB,
release notes, macOS 10.13+)

BBEdit 13.5.7
Bare Bones Software has
published BBEdit 13.5.7, a
maintenance release with
improvements and bug fixes for
the long-standing text editor.
The release works around a
“weird” intersection of font
metrics and floating-point math
that could cause printed text to
fail to indent, fixes a bug in
which changing a documentspecific print setting in the Print
panel wouldn’t take effect
immediately, resolves a case in
which closing a results or Disk
Browser window with an
unsaved document would
inappropriately prompt to save
changes to the document, fixes
a crash that could occur when
trying to dismiss the Multi-File
Search window, and addresses
an issue in which using the Esc
key didn’t work to dismiss
sheets in certain situations.
($49.99 new, free update, 18.7

MB, release notes, macOS
10.14.2+)

Zoom 5.7
Zoom has updated its
eponymous video conferencing
app to version 5.7 with various
new features and
improvements. The release now
supports gender pronouns in
contact cards and as part of the
display name in meetings and
webinars, enables account
admins to upload a custom
frame image or foreground
stickers for users on their
accounts, enables screen
sharing from the main session to
all breakout rooms, improves
the chat sidebar (including
separate sections for starred
messages/contacts, single- and
multi-user chats, and named
channels), and resolves an issue
with a slight delay in virtual
backgrounds when joining a
meeting. (Free, 25.3 MB, release
notes, macOS 10.9+)

Tinderbox 9.0
Eastgate Systems has upgraded
its Tinderbox note-taking
assistant to version 9.0, one of
the largest leaps Tinderbox has
ever taken, according to its
developer. With added support
for M1-based Macs, the release
introduces a new command bar
that can quickly open any
Tinderbox document you’ve
used before, open any inspector
pane, and define Tinderbox
attributes. The update also
improves its AI with new
Taggers to help your agents
keep everything organized,
enables you to save Tinderbox
view tabs in the gallery,
empowers Tinderbox actions to
extract information from forms
and emails, and provides builtin support for writing and
previewing Markdown.
Tinderbox 9 is a free update if
you’ve purchased or upgraded
Tinderbox in the past year, and
it’s a $98 upgrade from any
previous version. A new full
license is priced at $249, but
Tinderbox is discounted by 25%
to $186 during the Summerfest
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sale (upgrades are discounted to
$93). You can also purchase an
annual subscription for $83
(discounted to $78 for
Summerfest). ($249 new with a
25% discount for TidBITS
members, 47.4 MB, release
notes, macOS 10.13+)

ScreenFlow 10.0
Telestream has released
ScreenFlow 10, a major
upgrade to the screencast
recording and video editing app
that can now simultaneously
record multiple cameras,
microphones, and screens—
including iPhone and iPad
screens. Version 10 also
introduces an integrated library
of free and customizable titles
that can be added to your
projects, improves the camera
recording system to reduce file
size and CPU usage during
recording and editing, adds a
destructive archive storage
option that enables you to
reclaim disk space by saving
documents with unused edits
removed, and brings a
redesigned Video Filters
interface with a built-in color
effects library, support for
importing CLUT files, and a
new automatic Background
Removal filter.
The update also updates the
user interface for macOS 11 Big
Sur; adds the capability to
publish chapter markers to
YouTube; improves the timeline
icon cache to reduce memory
and CPU usage; adds support
for recording the screen from a
Sidecar device; improves
accuracy when matching colors
between text boxes,
annotations, and background
content; resolves stability issues
that could occur when
interrupting timeline playback;
and fixes bugs with AAC and
MP3 files being truncated on
import.
Requiring 10.15 Catalina or
later, ScreenFlow 10 is priced at
$149 for new licenses (a $20
increase), and it can be bundled
Continued on Page 17
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with a 1-year Stock Media
Library subscription (with
unlimited access to over
500,000 pieces of media) for
$209 or a Stock Media Library
subscription plus premium
support for $239. Those who
own previous versions can
upgrade for $79 from version 4,
$69 from version 5, $59 from
version 6, $49 from version 7,
and $39 from version 8.
Screenflow 10 is not currently
offered for purchase from the
Mac App Store. ($149 new,
upgrade pricing available, 85.4
MB, release notes, macOS
10.15+)

SoundSource 5.3.4
Rogue Amoeba has issued
SoundSource 5.3.4, updating
the Audio Capture Engine to
version 11.7.1 to correct some
rare issues. The audio control
utility also no longer fails to
change devices due to rare
problems caused by lowerquality USB devices, ensures
that using subdevices of
aggregate devices works as
expected, fixes a regression in
the response time for Magic
Boost, and rectifies an issue
with using keyboard shortcuts
for ¼ increments for volume
control. Rogue Amoeba also
switched to publishing
SoundSource’s manual online
instead of integrating it into the
app, and SoundSource now
features a Check for Test
Releases hidden preference that
enables you to receive notice of
pre-release versions. ($39 new
with a 20% discount for TidBITS
members, free update, 26 MB,
release notes, macOS 10.13+)

PDFpen and PDFpenPro
13.1
Smile has released version 13.1
of PDFpen and PDFpenPro with
faster document scrolling and
drawing on larger PDF
documents. Additional
improvements to the recently

upgraded PDF editing apps
include default sidebar modes
such as Attachments and Form
Fields (providing more options
to customize PDFpen’s views),
an updated OCR engine with
support for M1-based Macs, and
offline export capability to
Microsoft PowerPoint and PDF
Archive (PDF/A-1b) formats.
The latter format provides an
added layer of security for
confidential company and client
information or court filings.
($79.95/$129.95 new with a
20% discount for TidBITS
members, free update, standard
edition in Setapp, 212/259
MB, release notes, macOS
10.14+)

Final Cut Pro 10.5.3,
Compressor 4.5.3, and
Motion 5.5.2
Apple has released Final Cut
Pro 10.5.3, Compressor 4.5.3,
and Motion 5.5.2 with
improvements and bug fixes for
the professional video editing
apps. Final Cut Pro now enables
you to create and edit custom
column views with the new
column editor, restores support
for copying clips from the
Finder and pasting into the
timeline, resolves an issue with
adjusting audio keyframes, fixes
an issue with the Color Mask,
and improves reliability when
app switching to Final Cut Pro
with an external hard drive
connected.
Compressor now enables you to
modify the start timecode of a
source clip or audio file; adds
the capability to choose the
color palette and dithering
algorithm to minimize the file
size of PNGs and GIFs; allows
disabling passthrough of source
metadata to output audio files
and MOV, MP4, M4V, and MXF
video formats; adds the
capability to write an AVCHD
disk image to the file system;
and introduces keyboard
shortcuts to create new batches
for iTunes Store or IMF
Packages types.
The update to Motion fixes an
issue in which a 3D object
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would render with incorrect
brightness on M1-based Macs,
addresses a bug that caused
emoji to render incorrectly in an
HDR project, and resolves
several crashes (including when
closing a project after export
and when adjusting the opacity
of a gradient using the onscreen
control). (Free updates. Final
Cut Pro, $299.99 new, 3.1 GB,
release notes, 10.15.6+;
Compressor, $49.99 new, 319.2
MB, release notes, 10.15.6+;
Motion, $49.99 new, 2.3 GB,
release notes, macOS 10.15.6+)

Fantastical 3.4.1
Flexibits has issued Fantastical
3.4.1, updating the calendar
app’s method of searching for
contacts on Google Contacts
(and requiring you to
reauthorize your Google
accounts). The update also
brings support for Vowel
meetings, adds an option to set
a custom start date for week
numbers, resolves an issue
where the day of the week
could appear twice in widgets,
fixes a bug that prevented
Google accounts from updating
quickly after waking from sleep,
resolves an issue where adding
a new Google account would
sometimes sync tasks but not
events, and fixes a bug where
birthday events could appear as
“Birthday” instead of the name
of the person. ($39.99 annual
subscription from Flexibits and
the Mac App Store, free update,
42.3 MB, release notes, macOS
10.13.2+)

Pixelmator Pro 2.1
The Pixelmator Team has issued
Pixelmator Pro 2.1 (nicknamed
Coral) with a new machine
learning-based Crop tool and
Quick Fill feature. The
redesigned Crop tool adds an
ML Crop button that provides
cropping suggestions, and
overall cropping speed has been
improved for large documents
with many layers. The Quick
Fill feature enables you to drag
Continued on Page 18
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colors from color wells
directly onto objects on
the canvas or in the
Layers sidebar.
Additionally, the release
adds the Stroke with
Brush feature for
automatically drawing
brush strokes along any
image layer, shape, or
selection and enhances
the Type tool with a text
size slider, buttons for
changing text size in
small increments, a text
field, and text size
presets. Pixelmator Pro
2.1 also provides new
options for adjusting the
color of the window
background, displays the
pixel grid at 1600%
zoom instead of 3200%,
corrects mixed-up
keyboard shortcuts for
Fill with Foreground
Color and Fill with
Background Color, and
fixes a bug that
prevented the Show
Original button from
working in the reshaping
tools. ($39.99 new from
Pixelmator and the Mac
App Store, free update,
364 MB, release notes,
macOS 10.14.4+)

VLC Media Player
3.0.16
VideoLAN has updated
its open-source VLC
media player to version
3.0.16 with added Touch
Bar support. The release
also improves outlining
of FreeType fonts, fixes a
bug that caused Seek
and Volume sliders to
overlap with subtitles,
resolves an issue that
prevented opening DVD
folders with non-ASCII
characters, and fixes a
bug that dropped audio
on Seek with specific
Continued on Page 19

Continued from
Page 5

shot in ProRes and edit it back
in your studio using
professional tools like Final
Cut Pro. This feature would

also explain why Apple
increased the storage option
on iPhone’s up to 1TB this
year. It’s not a feature that
most folks will use, but it is
sure to capture the interest of
a portion of Apple’s
customers.
Conclusion

This years iPhones are not a

huge jump in specs in any one
category. They’re more of an
iteration. An incremental
improvement over last years
model. Some have derided
this line up as an “S” year.
Meaning now much new year.

But I’d argue, taken on a
whole, that the updates
combined really provide a
great value. Sure if you bought
last years model there is not as
big of a leap between
offerings. However, if your
phone is 2 or more years old
this years iPhones are
definitely worth your serious
consideration.

Continued from Page 11
describe how to edit the start page in
detail in Take Control of iOS 15 and
iPadOS 15, but in short: create a new
tab, scroll down to the bottom of the
start page, and tap the Edit button.
•Pull to refresh: Loren Brichter
introduced the pull-to-refresh
gesture in Tweetie over a decade ago,
and it has become a standard iOS
convention since, used even in some
Apple apps. Apple has finally
integrated it into Safari. When you’re
at the top of a Web page, pull down
on the page to reload it. This gesture
is why Apple initially hid the refresh
button in earlier betas.
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•HTTPS upgrade: If you visit a
website that supports encrypted
HTTPS but is also loading insecure
content over unencrypted HTTP,
Safari will now ensure that you
connect to it over HTTPS so your
entire connection is secure. This
feature emulates the Electronic
Frontier Foundation’s HTTPS
Everywhere browser extension and
really should be the default for
every Web browser, as it is for Brave
and Firefox.
•Web extensions: Safari in iOS and
iPadOS finally supports full Web
Continued on Page 22
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MP4 content. (Free, 49.9
MB, release notes, macOS
10.7+)

Continued from Page 14
features began to fall away around
2015. I had shifted to entering
transactions manually—a horrible

Carbon Copy
Cloner 6.0.2
Bombich Software has
released Carbon Copy
Cloner 6.0.2 (CCC), a
maintenance release with
bug fixes and
improvements following
its recent major upgrade.
The update reduces the
number of simultaneous
folders processed to two
(from four) if CCC can’t
verify that both the source
and destination are SSDs,
addresses a case where
CCC would abort the
backup task if the
destination was
particularly slow, no
longer preserves systemimmutable file flags when
restoring items to the
startup disk, adds color
pickers for the lines on
the Dynamic Performance
Chart, improves handling
of moved folders in the
Quick Update feature,
and addresses a handful
of crashes and exceptions.
($39.99 new, free update,
19.7 MB, release notes,
macOS 10.15+)

Backblaze 8.0
Backblaze has updated its
eponymous backup
software to version 8.0
with a performance boost
and a minimally updated
user interface. Backblaze
8 increases the maximum
number of threads to 100
(up from 30), enabling the
app to perform more
backup processes in
parallel. It also introduces
smart throttling, which
will ease off backup
processes when your Mac
Continued on Page 23

pain, but I had no alternative.
I’d show you what Quicken Deluxe
transactions look like in the
macOS version, but Quicken offers
only Windows sample screenshots!
I spent nearly two hours working
through all my banking, debit,
credit, investment, and retirement
accounts until everything synced
correctly with Quicken Deluxe.
The app offers a few ways to set up
synchronization; I started with
Quicken Connect (also known as
Express Web Connect), which uses
a secured login. This worked in all
cases. Another option, Direct
Connect, may require paying a
financial institution a monthly fee,
but then you can use Quicken
Deluxe for direct bill paying, too.
Of all these accounts, only a Citi
credit card failed to match existing
transactions and duplicated the
last year’s worth of downloads.
This was an easy problem to fix
because Quicken Deluxe tags the
source of transactions in a column
that can be sorted—downloaded
ones use a little green ball. I was
thus able to delete those duplicate
downloads quickly. I had a few
other tweaks to make in other
accounts, where I used Quicken
2007’s split function to break up
one transaction into multiple
categories or transfers that the
downloaded financial data didn’t
match, but it was quick to resolve.
One bump I hit applies to any
19

transaction-tracking app that
performs these syncs. Some
institutions require a two-factor
authentication code every time you
sync rather than occasionally or
after you validate a
particular computer or
network. I had three
accounts in that category:
PayPal (separate personal
and business accounts)
and a Bank of America
credit card. Quicken
Deluxe handles this
modally, so it’s a tedious
process. The app tries to
log in, recognizes it needs
a code, asks you for the
code, you enter the code,
it validates it, repeat, repeat.
Because it’s modal, it winds up
stealing a minute or more. To avoid
this wasted time, I disabled
automatic sync on these three
accounts because they have
relatively little activity and it’s easy
enough to trigger them to sync
manually.
Finally, I began to re-create my
needed reports. Quicken Deluxe
has a lot of reporting power—
much more than Quicken 2007,
unsurprisingly—but the
developers could improve a few
aspects. Tweaking certain settings
renames the report, which is
generally unwelcome. And
performing an operation across the
most recent year’s worth of
transactions—several hundred in
my case—takes far too long for
something that’s clearly databasedriven. I should have to wait
seconds, not a minute, particularly
when I’m configuring a report and
every change incurs the same
computational churn time.
But it was all worth it. Just two
weeks into using Quicken Deluxe,
I’ve already saved a couple of hours
keeping up to date. Over the course
of a year, I’m somewhat
embarrassed to admit, I might save
a cumulative 40 to 80 hours. The
Quicken 2007 time hit was
particularly severe for quarterly
and annual local tax filings and
assembling material for our
Continued on Page 22

2021Should You Buy the New Apple
TV 4K?
By Josh Centers

T

here’s a new Apple
TV on the market (see
“Apple Updates
Apple TV 4K; Introduces
New Siri Remote,” 20 April
2021), but is it worth buying?
As the author of Take
Control of Apple TV, let me
walk you through scenarios
depending on how you
watch TV now and give my
recommendations.
If You Still Use a Second- or
Third-Generation Apple
TV
The second-and-thirdgeneration Apple TVs were
great units, but it’s time to
move on. Many
apps no longer
work correctly or at
all (see “ThirdGeneration Apple
TVs Suffering from
Apple TV Software
Update 7.6,” 28
September 2020).
If you’ve been
using one for all
this time, you’ve
more than gotten
your $99 worth from it.
The only question is
whether it makes more
sense to buy a new Apple
TV or move to another
platform. See “If You Don’t
Own an Apple TV” below
for the pros and cons.
If You Use an Apple TV HD
The original fourthgeneration Apple TV, now
dubbed the Apple TV HD,
is still supported. Unless

you crave 4K resolutions or
HDR color, both of which
require support in your TV,
there’s no need to upgrade.
However, if you’re interested
in replacing your original
Siri Remote with the
redesigned secondgeneration model (see
“Second-Generation Siri
Remote Review,” 24 May
2021), you’re already looking
at a $59 purchase, so it
might be worth spending
the extra $120 to buy the
new Apple TV 4K and get a
bit of future-proofing.
4K has been standard for
some years now, so if you’re

still watching a 1080p-only
TV, it’s only a matter of time
until you’ll need or want to
replace it, almost certainly
with a 4K model, and then
you’ll want 4K and HDR
support.
If You Use an Apple TV 4K
If you already own an Apple
TV 4K, there is no
compelling reason to spend
$179 for the few niceties the
new Apple TV 4K brings:
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•
The secondgeneration Siri Remote
•
A faster processor
•
Support for HDR
video at 60 frames per
second
•
Support for 4K 60
frames-per-second YouTube
videos
•
Faster networking
with Wi-Fi 6
•
Support for the
Thread cross-platform
home automation protocol,
which might become
interesting
•
Support for HDMI
ARC passthrough so if you
have an ARC-enabled TV,
you can output audio
from any HDMIconnected device to a
HomePod (but not a
HomePod mini)
Apart from the
second-generation
Siri Remote, none of
those are likely to
change your overall
viewing experience
that much. But if one
seems important to
you, it might be worth the
upgrade.
That said, even those
interested in upgrading
might want to wait a bit.
There isn’t much HDR 60
fps content just yet, and
Apple might announce
some intriguing new
features in tvOS 15 that take
better advantage of the new
Continued on Page 21

Continued from
Page 20

hardware. And while Apple
TVs aren’t often discounted,
you might luck out or find a
refurbished model later.
If You Don’t Own an Apple
TV
Until recently, if you wanted
to watch your Apple DRMencrusted movies and TV
shows on a TV, you pretty
much needed an Apple TV.
That’s no longer the case.
Most major TV platforms
like Android TV, Fire TV,
and Roku now include the
Apple TV app, which gives
you access to your library
and Apple TV+ content.
Many TV platforms even
support AirPlay input and
integrate with HomeKit.
Strictly speaking, you
probably don’t need an
Apple TV. Here are some
reasons you might consider
one.
Picture and Audio Quality:
Apple has to justify the
Apple TV 4K’s $179 price,
and the Apple TV seems to
have fallen into the niche of
accessible, high-quality
audio and video. Other
media players might give
you better picture quality (a
streaming box can’t
compete with 4K Blu-Ray),
but the Apple TV makes it
pretty painless. It’s easy to
set the Apple TV to match
the original frame rate and
dynamic range of a film,
and the new Color Balance
feature makes calibration
simple (see “How to Use
Color Balance in tvOS 14.5,”
28 April 2021).
The few times a year I sit
down to truly take in a film,

I watch it on the Apple TV.
Movies look fine on Roku’s
Apple TV app but are better
when played through the
Apple TV.
HomeKit: If you use
HomeKit, the Apple TV
makes a decent HomeKit
hub (though a HomePod is
even better because it serves
as an always-on Siri
controller). Plus, you can
trigger HomeKit
automations through the
tvOS Control Center and
with the Apple TV’s Siri,
which is fun to use with the
second-generation Siri
Remote.
Privacy: It’s no exaggeration
to say my Roku TV phones
home every few seconds. I
installed AdGuard on a
Raspberry Pi on my home
network, and the sheer
number of requests
generated by the Roku TV
is absurd. As you can see,
Apple phones home a lot
too, but an order of
magnitude less frequently.
We know for a fact that TV
manufacturers are scooping
up your data (see “Your
Smart TV Could Be
Tracking Everything You
Watch,” 10 July 2018). How
else do you think you can
buy a 65-inch 4K HDR TV
for $400? The
manufacturer isn’t making
money from the hardware.
An Apple TV might not
guarantee yo privacy, but it
may be your best bet
outside of frustrating opensource media software on a
Raspberry Pi.
Apps: The weakest
argument for the Apple TV
is the App Store, but it’s still
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a selling point. There are
some neat apps and games
out there, but I don’t get a
sense that people care
much about them, outside
of video apps like Hulu and
YouTube that you can get
on any smart TV platform.
There are also a few core
drawbacks to the Apple TV:
Complexity: Apple makes
things simple, right? But it’s
hard to beat the integration
of software baked into your
TV. With the Apple TV, you
have to deal with HDMI
ports (make sure you buy a
good high-speed cable, or
you’ll have problems), the
quirks of HDMI-CEC, and
fiddling with the Apple TV’s
settings. It’s much more
accessible than most highend home theater gear, and
most of the issues go away
after the initial setup, but
it’s still fussier than the TV’s
native software.
Buggy software: Apple
doesn’t appear to devote
significant resources to
tvOS, and it shows. It’s still
full of weird quirks. For
instance, the much-touted
TV app does a terrible job
of keeping track of what I
watch, even TV shows and
movies from my Apple
library.
Cost: At $99, the secondgeneration Apple TV was
revolutionary, thanks to its
low cost and focus on
streaming. The $179 Apple
TV 4K is, well, just
expensive, and it’s hard to
recommend to those who
aren’t wholly invested in the
Apple ecosystem. For much
less, you can buy perfectly
functional 4K streaming
Continued on Page 22

Continued from
Page 21

boxes, and for not much
more, you can buy a fullblown gaming console
(assuming you can find
one). The Apple TV is one
of the most expensive
media players in its class,
and it’s not always easy to
justify.
The Best Apple TV Model to
Buy

Assuming you’ve decided to
buy or upgrade an Apple
TV, which should you get?

This answer is simple: the
32 GB Apple TV 4K for $179.
There is no reason to buy
the $149 Apple TV HD
anymore, and I don’t know
why Apple still sells it. The
hardware is significantly
less capable, and you’re
saving only $30. It’s worth
spending the extra money
to ensure optimal
compatibility with whatever
TV you might buy in the
future.
Likewise, I can’t
recommend the $199 64 GB
Apple TV 4K model to
many people. There aren’t
many worthwhile apps and

games, it’s hard to fill up 32
GB of storage, and tvOS
does a decent job of
offloading apps if you
somehow do manage to fill
it up. The only reason to
consider the 64 GB model is
if you have bandwidth
restrictions like low speeds
or a data usage cap and
anticipate downloading a
lot of apps. In that case, the
64 GB of storage will reduce
the chance that apps are
offloaded then downloaded
again. 32 GB is fine for
nearly everyone.

Continued from Page 18
far in the direction of condensing and hiding
controls. Luckily, options let you reverse most of the
major interface changes if you don’t find them
helpful.

extensions just like on the Mac. Extensions may or
may not be a big deal for you, but they add essential
features for some people, so I’ll explore that topic indepth in another article.

What do you think? Which of these features and
interface tweaks improve your Safari experience?
What would you like to see Apple do in the future to
make it even better?

In the end, the new version of Safari in iOS 15 and
iPadOS 15 offers numerous changes, many welcome,
some less so. It’s clear that Apple wanted to make even
more sweeping interface adjustments but moved too
Continued from Page 19
accountant for
federal taxes. Quicken Deluxe’s better reporting will let
me pull a precise report instead of multiple reports I
had to consolidate through a spreadsheet.

or two a year would. Saving a week or two of time I
could spend earning money? Sign me up! Oh wait, I
already am.

The Quickening

Now if only someone wanted a 2012 Mac mini
suitable for under-desk mounting. I’ll even throw in
the external SSD!

Will the roughly $50 I pay every year for the rest of my
Quicken-using life—plus regular bumps up in that
price—be worth it? Absolutely—saving even an hour
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Continued from Page 19
is using a lot of memory or
bandwidth. Backblaze also
reduces the app’s load on your
hard drive or SSD by up to 80%
by reconfiguring how reads and
writes happen before encryption
and upload. The auto-update
process for current Backblaze
subscribers will be ongoing over
the coming weeks, but you can
get the update now by
downloading directly from
Backblaze or choosing Check
For Updates from the Backblaze
menu. (Free with Backblaze
subscription, 23.7 MB, macOS
10.9+)

KeyCue 9.10
Ergonis has released KeyCue
9.10, a small maintenance
release for the keyboard
shortcut and emoji cheat sheet
utility. The update now requires
macOS 10.10 Yosemite or
newer, adds support for learning
DaVinci Resolve menu
shortcuts, works around a
communication problem with
Keyboard Maestro on M1-based
Macs, and fixes a bug that
resulted in an empty shortcut
table when a custom shortcut
group had the same name as an
app-specific shortcut group.
(€19.99 new with a 25%
discount for TidBITS members,
free update, 4.0 MB, release
notes, macOS 10.10+)

BusyCal 2021.3
BusyMac has updated its
BusyCal calendar app with
version 2021.3, a major
upgrade with refinements to the
user interface plus several new
features and improvements.
(The new release also rejiggers
the version numbering to
include the year; the previous
release was version 3.12.6.1.)
BusyCal 2021.3 includes new
purpose-built controls for
improved visual feedback and
accessibility, introduces a new
Info pane that can be expanded
to show hidden/omitted fields
without having to enable them
in preferences, improves Dark

mode, adds navigation
keyboard shortcuts to go to
previous/next week, allows
searching for city names in the
timezone picker, separates the
task filter and sort options for
improved accessibility, enables
you to delete and decline
meetings in Office 365/
Exchange without notifying the
organizer, improves support for
ownCloud, and introduces a
new Big Sur icon. The update is
free for all existing licensees.
($49.99 new from BusyMac or
the Mac App Store, in Setapp,
free update, 32.3 MB, release
notes, macOS 10.12+)

DaisyDisk 4.20
Software Ambience has released
version 4.20 of DaisyDisk, a
“semi-major update” for the
hard drive visualization utility
app that adds support for
scanning Dropbox and Google
Drive cloud storage accounts
(but not iCloud Drive). After
connecting an account, you can
browse the map of your
account’s space quota and
preview and delete unneeded
files. DaisyDisk is ready for
macOS 12 Monterey and
supports M1-based Macs.
($9.99 new from the DaisyDisk
Web site and Mac App Store,
free update, 7.6 MB, release
notes, macOS 10.10+)

HoudahGeo 6.1
Houdah Software has issued
HoudahGeo 6.1, a maintenance
release bringing several
improvements to the photo
geotagging app. The update
adds support for more variants
of the KESTREL CSV weather log
file format; enables you to
import weather, water depth,
and temperature information
data from GPX files; now works
with Aperture versions modified
by Retroactive to run in macOS
10.15 Catalina and macOS 11
Big Sur; adds support for
Lightroom libraries set up with
symbolic links to preview files;
reads malformed XMP sidecar
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files created by the Export
Originals function in Photos;
and corrects the width of the
media browser and inspector
panes when switching between
processing steps. ($39 new with
a 25% discount for TidBITS
members, $24 upgrade, free
update from version 6, 27.2
MB, release notes, 10.14+)

SpamSieve 2.9.44
C-Command Software has
released SpamSieve 2.9.42,
adding support for Mail in the
forthcoming macOS 11.5 Big
Sur and macOS 12 Monterey.
(As usual, C-Command
recommends updating
SpamSieve before updating to
these versions of macOS.) The
update also makes various
changes to improve
SpamSieve’s filtering accuracy,
ensures that updating
SpamSieve’s Mail plug-in in Big
Sur no longer requires reenabling the plug-in, changes
the keyboard shortcut in
Monterey for Mail’s Show/Hide
Sidebar menu command to
Command-Option-S, and
updates the Outlook Filter
Mailboxes helper app to work
around a macOS bug that could
cause messages to be left in the
InboxSpamSieve folder on M1based Macs. ($30 new with a
20% discount for TidBITS
members, free update, 18.8 MB,
release notes, macOS 10.9+)

Fantastical 3.4.2
Flexibits has issued Fantastical
3.4.2, adding options for
custom app icons in the Dock
and support for Working
Elsewhere availability in
Exchange. The calendar app
also introduces support for
getting information about
selected events and tasks via
AppleScript, moves some
preferences from Appearance to
a new Events & Tasks section,
resolves an issue where
combining identical events
sometimes failed, fixes a bug
that prevented adding
Continued on Page 25

Continued from Page 15

Lightning port at the bottom.
Apple doesn’t specify a battery
life, but if it’s anything like the
previous model, you shouldn’t
need to charge often, and
charging shouldn’t take long.
Battery life and ease of
charging were not among the
complaints I had about the
original Siri Remote.
Pairing the SecondGeneration Siri Remote
The tiny instruction manual
with even tinier type obscures
Apple’s everso-clever and
painless
pairing
method:
simply bring
the Siri
Remote within
a few inches of
the Apple TV
box and press
the Back and Volume Up
buttons. It works like a charm,
even if your Apple TV is
asleep.
Kudos to the Clickpad
After the initial excitement of
Apple’s announcement of the
second-generation Siri
Remote had worn off, I was
skeptical of how well such a
tiny touchpad would work. As
it turns out, less is more.
The large size and sensitivity
of the original Siri Remote
touchpad made it anxietyinducing. The Clickpad is
much more precise, thanks
largely to the raised
directional ring acting as a
buffer between errant swipes
and the touch surface. Unlike
the original Siri Remote or the
iPhone apps, I find myself
actually enjoying swiping
through the Apple TV
interface on the second-

generation Siri Remote.
The touch surface in the
center of physical directional
buttons is a stroke of genius.
Swipe left, but don’t quite
select what you wanted? Just
press the left arrow—your
thumb is already there. The
two complement each other
nicely, but if you want strictly
physical controls, you can
disable the touch surface
entirely in Settings > Remotes
and Devices > Clickpad.
Interestingly, if you play casual

games on your Apple TV, I
found that the secondgeneration Siri Remote
actually works better in games
like Oceanhorn because its
touchpad isn’t so sensitive.
That said, I don’t recommend
playing video games with a TV
remote. It’s like trying to dig a
hole with a manure fork
instead of a shovel. They’re
both garden tools, but only
one is right for the job.
The Original iPod Sends Its
Regards
Back when I would stay up
late watching TV with an
older Apple TV, I would often
find myself rubbing my thumb
along the directional ring,
scrolling through content like
an iPod click-wheel.
Apparently, I wasn’t alone.
The Clickpad’s directional
ring is also touch-sensitive, so
that, in theory, you can scroll

content just like an old iPod. It
was one of the features I was
most excited to try but turned
out to be one of my biggest
disappointments.
It works, but the software
support isn’t quite there yet. If
you’re watching a movie in the
Apple TV app, running your
finger around the directional
ring registers as if you were
pressing or swiping up, which
reveals the timeline and the
Picture-in-Picture button. To
actually scrub through
content, you must first pause
the movie.
Third-party apps like
YouTube are often
confused by the
directional ring. When I
scrub through a YouTube
video’s timeline, it often
takes a second or two to
respond, putting me in a
random location. In the
Amazon Prime Video app, the
ring works in reverse: rotating
from right to left moves
forward and left to right moves
backward.
I suspect that the directional
ring’s touch surface emulates
the directional buttons rather
than sending unique inputs. If
so, that feels like a mistake,
albeit an understandable one,
and I hope Apple corrects it in
a future software update.
Quibbles and Complaints
Beyond the disappointment of
the directional ring, Apple left
out some obvious hardware
capabilities that are hard to
excuse given the secondgeneration Siri Remote’s $59
price.
Most glaring is the lack of
tracking through Find My,
especially given that Apple
Continued on Page 26
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attachments to Google events,
addresses a problem with
downloading Exchange
attachments from old events,
fixes a bug where the Zoom
meeting options could appear
offscreen, and resolves an issue
where check availability wasn’t
shown on some CalDAV
servers. ($39.99 annual
subscription from Flexibits and
the Mac App Store, free update,
53.1 MB, release notes, macOS
10.13.2+)

EagleFiler 1.9.5
Michael Tsai of C-Command
Software has issued EagleFiler
1.9.5, working around a change
in the macOS 12 Monterey
public beta that caused the
document organization and
archiving app to crash at
launch. The update also ensures
the capture key now works with
the Iron and Orion Web
browsers and with beta and
developer versions of Microsoft
Edge, improves the speed of the
records list in macOS 11 Big
Sur, tweaks the Copy Source
URL command to place the
record title on the pasteboard in
addition to the URL, improves
the Evernote importer to better
recognize files that should be
extracted as separate files,
makes a change to prevent
macOS from allowing the
volume containing an open
library to be ejected, and fixes a
regression where built-in items
in the source list could
incorrectly appear editable.
($40 new with a 20% discount
for TidBITS members from CCommand Software or the Mac
App Store, free update, 31.4
MB, release notes, macOS
10.12+)

Logic Pro 10.6.3
Apple has released Logic Pro
10.6.3, adding the capability to
reset Audio Unit caches and
perform a rescan of all installed
Audio Unit plug-ins in the Plug-

in Manager. The professional
audio app also resolves an issue
where the app might
unexpectedly quit when loading
projects with plug-ins that use
PACE/iLok copy protection,
fixes a bug that caused a crash
when Option-dragging a
marquee selection within a
folder, enables key label sets to
be saved in Sampler, resolves
delay compensation issues for
plug-ins that require lookahead, and ensures that audio
tracks created by bouncing
software instrument tracks in
place are now named correctly.
($199.99 new in the Mac App
Store, free update, 1.1 GB,
release notes, macOS 10.15.7+)

iStat Menus 6.6
Bjango Software has issued
version 6.6 of iStat Menus with
improved support for M1-based
Macs. The menubar-based
system monitoring utility also
improves handling of
Optimized Battery Charging in
macOS 11 Big Sur, enhances
monitoring of APFS volumes,
improves support for the Magic
Keyboard with Touch ID, fixes a
bug with week numbers in the
menu bar, and resolves an issue
with some CPU temperature
sensors being missing on 2019
iMacs. ($9.99 new, 28.9 MB,
release notes, macOS 10.11+)

Security Update 2021-004
Catalina and 2021-005
Mojave
Apple has released Security
Update 2021-004 for macOS
10.15 Catalina and Security
Update 2021-005 for 10.14
Mojave, patching 25 security
vulnerabilities in Catalina and
19 vulnerabilities in Mojave.
Both updates address a memory
corruption issue in Bluetooth
that could allow a malicious
application to gain root
privileges, resolve multiple
memory corruption issues in
WebKit that could allow
arbitrary code execution via
maliciously crafted Web
content, and fix multiple issues
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with FontParser. If you notice
any problems after updating,
please let us know in the
comments. (Free, various sizes,
Catalina release notes and
Mojave release notes, macOS
10.15.7 and 10.14.6)

Safari 14.1.2
Apple has released Safari 14.1.2
for macOS 10.15 Catalina and
10.14 Mojave with patches for
three WebKit vulnerabilities.
The update improves checks,
memory management, and state
handling to prevent maliciously
crafted Web content from
executing arbitrary code. You
can download Safari 14.1.2
only via Software Update. (Free,
release notes, macOS 10.15 and
10.14)

Zoom 5.7.3
Zoom has updated its
eponymous video conferencing
app to version 5.7.3,
consolidating the Search and
Jump To bars into a unified
search where you can sort
results by type (contacts,
channels, files, and messages).
The update also now enables
hosts to record the Immersive
View feature, brings back the
coffee cup option (indicating
you are temporarily away from
the meeting), enables hosts to
configure a post-meeting survey
to launch at the end of a
meeting, brings the capability to
add a video when customizing
the appearance of the waiting
room in the Web portal, enables
users to send and receive video
files in Zoom Chat, and resolves
an issue regarding gender
pronouns being cut off when a
participant has video off and no
profile picture. (Free, 25.3 MB,
release notes, macOS 10.9+)

DEVONagent 3.11.5
DEVONtechnologies has
updated all three editions of its
DEVONagent research software
(Lite, Express, and Pro) to
version 3.11.5, revising
Continued on Page 30
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announced this remote
alongside AirTag. I can now
easily track keys, bags, cars,
and even cats, but not my
Apple TV’s remote without
putting it in a clunky case that
also accommodates an AirTag.
Tim Twerdahl, Apple’s vice
president of product
marketing for home and
audio, offered an explanation
to MobileSyrup, and frankly,
it’s infuriating:
With the changes we’ve made
to the Siri Remote—including
making it a bit thicker so it
won’t fall in your couch
cushions as much—that need
to have all these other network
devices find it seems a little bit
lower.
First of all, the secondgeneration Siri Remote can
still easily slip between couch
cushions unless you’re like us
and keep a cover over the
couch—nearly eight years of
parenting have made us
slightly wiser. Secondly,
remotes disappear all the time
for reasons unrelated to the
couch: being covered by a
stray magazine, falling behind
the entertainment center, or
being carried away by a
mischievous child. I’ve long
suspected that no one in
Apple leadership lives with
young children, and the
omission of Find My support
doesn’t dissuade that notion.
Granted, this is the most firstworld of problems, but the
inclusion of Find My could
have made a good product
truly brilliant.
Another annoyance is the loss
of the gyroscope and
accelerometer from the

previous model, making a
handful of Apple TV games
incompatible with the new
remote. Twerdahl explained it
away by saying you can use an
Xbox or PlayStation controller
with the Apple TV now, which
is fair enough. Still, I don’t see
any technical reason that
Apple couldn’t have
maintained that sliver of
backward compatibility.
Including the gyroscope and
accelerometer could also have
enabled a gestural interface in
tvOS, where you’d simply
point the remote at the TV
screen and move it in different
directions to move the
selection around. Such a
change might have been a big
win for tvOS 15.
I suspect that Apple made
these exclusions to cut
component costs and improve
margins. But this is a premium
remote for a premium price
and shouldn’t skimp on such
obvious features.
Good Design Matters
The second-generation Siri
Remote isn’t perfect, but it’s a
sufficient mea culpa that you
might want to toss your
original Siri Remote into the
back of the closet as a just-incase backup. I can’t tell you if
it’s the best remote for an
Apple TV, but it’s certainly the
most improved one.
Replacing your existing Siri
Remote will cost you $59. You
can also get one with a new
Apple TV HD (which no one
should buy anymore at $149)
and the updated Apple TV 4K,
starting at $179.
If you own an Apple TV 4K,
$59 is absolutely worth it to
make your Apple TV
experience vastly more
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enjoyable. If you’re happily
using an Apple TV HD, you’ll
appreciate the secondgeneration Siri Remote, but
you might instead consider
making the jump to an Apple
TV 4K for $120 more.

desk space and minimizes cable clutter. That
has been the case since the original iMacs,
but the new models push the envelope with

Continued from Page 8

This article originally
appeared in TidBits. It has
been republished with
permission.

wait it out, but I realize not everyone has that
luxury.

a body that is so thin that it looks a bit like
an iPad mounted on a stand (it’s thinner
than the original iPhone). It achieves its
thinness partly due to the space-saving
nature of the M1 internals and the external
power supply with an optional Ethernet
jack.

Pretty Mac

Apple’s original iMacs back in the 1990s are
famous partly for introducing bright colors
to enliven what until then had been a mostly
beige personal computer era. Now, after a
long interregnum with many generations of
iMacs in subdued white, silver, and gray
shadings, colors are back with the 24-inch
iMac.

At under 10 pounds (4.5 kg), the iMac is
lightweight enough to move around easily. It
may be more awkward than a Mac mini or a
MacBook Air, but it’s undoubtedly easier to
move than any other Mac with an integrated
display.

The color is one reason I love my loaner
iMac, with its dark blue on the back and a
lighter blue shade on the front “chin”
beneath the display. I’m even more taken
with the purple model because it makes me
think of Minnesota’s Prince. Apple also sells
the iMac in green, yellow, orange, pink, and
silver. (Only blue, green, pink, and silver are
available with the entry-level configuration,
but higher-end configurations get the full
rainbow.)

Better webcam. Ever since I switched from
an iMac to the Mac mini, I have struggled
with videoconferencing, which is
unfortunate since the pandemic made it so
important. It’s clunky to balance an external
webcam atop my display, which lacks an
internal camera, and I don’t like the cable
clutter. Even worse, the various third-party
webcams I’ve tried have had difficulty
providing consistent image quality in my
unevenly illuminated home office, forcing
me to tinker with software utilities that never
fully solved my problem. You may have
faced similar issues; webcams can be finicky
beasts.

Yes, the colors are cool, but there are more
practical reasons to consider going with the
M1-based iMac over an alternative.
Convenience. You get everything you need in
a self-contained package that maximizes

Continued on Page 28
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Improved video quality is
one of the big reasons I am
considering buying a 24inch iMac. I was blown
away by the image quality
during my first video chats
on my loaner unit. It’s the
first iMac webcam with a
1080p resolution. It has a
larger sensor for improved
low-light performance,
along with computational
image enhancement. Apple
has worked wonders here. If
I were to nitpick, I’d wonder
why Apple did not go full
4K, but I don’t know if I’d
really notice that resolution.
External display support.
TidBITS publisher Adam
Engst recently encouraged
me to try dual-display
computing via an iMac
paired with an external
monitor. Such a setup isn’t
new (iMacs have supported
the feature for years), but it
has been a revelation for
me, and I may not be able to
go back to a single screen
again.
Setup is super easy; just
connect the iMac and the
display with a Thunderbolt
3 cable. My LG UltraFine
and 24-inch iMac loaner
have worked flawlessly
together. I’m limited to one
external display with the
M1-based iMac, but older
iMacs natively support up
to two displays.
(Realistically, it can be hard
to work on three displays
because the edges end up
quite far away.)
So, if you already have an

external display you like,
buying an iMac and placing
it alongside your monitor
will introduce you to the
wonders of dual-display
productivity.
Legacy port scarcity is
almost as much a problem
with the 24-inch iMac as it
is with the MacBook Air.
The entry-level iMac has
only two Thunderbolt ports
(along with a headphone
jack), and higher-end
configurations add two
USB-C ports. The Ethernet
port is in the external power
brick, but only with the
higher-end configs; the
brick with the entry-level
iMac lacks the port unless
you pay extra for it. It’s
obvious why Apple left out
the Ethernet port and other
legacy ports: the iMac is too
thin to accommodate them.
Again, an external display
could add legacy ports that
are absent on the iMac, so
that’s another reason to
consider a secondary
display. Or get a
Thunderbolt 3 dock.
Touch ID support. The
Touch ID sensor found on
recent Apple laptops is
helpful for unlocking (and
locking) the Mac and for
password autofill; Apple Pay
transactions; and purchases
on Apple’s iTunes, App
Store, and Books
storefronts. It’s also handy
for fast user switching.
However, Touch ID hasn’t
been an option for desktop
Mac users so far. Now
Apple has brought Touch

ID to the desktop with its
Touch ID Magic Keyboard,
although there’s a catch: it’s
available only with
purchases of the M1-based
24-inch iMac. Apple
bundles it with the higherend configurations and
offers it as an option with
the entry-level model. But it
will work with any M1based Mac and should
eventually be available as a
standalone purchase.
The Touch ID Magic
Keyboard, which is colormatched with the iMac,
puts its touch sensor on the
upper right corner and has
worked as expected.
One thing to keep in mind if
you’re excited about
unlocking your Mac
automatically—an Apple
Watch provides the same
capability, so you may not
need Touch ID.
Sound quality. The speakers
built into the 24-inch iMac
are the best ever for an
iMac, and they sound great.
This saves you the hassle of
procuring external
speakers. Sound from the
M1-based Mac mini,
MacBook Air, and 13-inch
MacBook Pro isn’t as good,
so you might end up
wanting a HomePod mini or
other external speakers.

for improved comfort and productivity with
an external display and input devices,
perhaps in a shared environment, but
require the option to unplug for computing
on the go? The MacBook Air might be
exactly what you need.
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to my uneven floor and imperfections in my
office wall, which have tended to throw me
in the past. I tucked a few Post-Its under one
side of the iMac stand and put it out of my
mind.

•Do you crave some color in your Mac life,
perhaps with fond memories of Bondi blue,
along with the tidiness that comes with an
all-in-one machine that sports a better
webcam and the option to plug in a second
monitor? Apple’s 24-inch iMac could be just
the ticket.

It turns out my sample is one with a welldocumented physical flaw: its screen is a bit
crooked in how it attaches to its base.
Reports I’ve seen on the degree of skew vary
from one millimeter to several millimeters.
In my case, it’s off by about a millimeter,
enough to drive me nuts—now that I’ve seen
it, I can’t unsee it. Nevertheless, my iMac has
functioned flawlessly in every other way, so I
would not urge you to forgo a purchase. But
you should check your iMac with a ruler
upon unpacking it and insist on an exchange
or your money back if it is not level. (Apple
has a 14-day, no-questions-asked refund
policy.)

I’m not in the market for a laptop because I
prefer to use an iPad for my mobile
computing, so I’m vacillating between a Mac
mini and a 24-inch iMac. It’s a tough call.
The Mac mini approach is less expensive but
would have only a single display unless I
wanted to spend more on a second screen.
The iMac is a more considerable investment,
but I’d get two displays and Touch ID along
with the brand-new design. But if I get an
iMac, its screen had better be level.

This is why ultra-cautious Apple users wait a
while before spending money on any brandnew hardware design. Apple’s overall track
record is good, but imperfections like this
occasionally crop up, and it can be worth
waiting to see if others report any issues
before ordering. We’ll have to see if Apple
acknowledges the problem and establishes a
repair program to address it.

This article originally appeared in TidBits. It
has been republished with permission.

Which Mac?

Shopping for a desktop Mac got more
interesting—and complicated—with the
arrival of the M1-based 24-inch iMac. But
Apple made one aspect of the decision
simple: all the Macs use the same M1
processor, so they are nearly identical in
performance. So your choice of Mac will be
based on other factors.

There is one possible
problem with the 24-inch
iMac. When I first
unpacked my iMac and put
it on my standing desk, I
was puzzled that it seemed
a bit askew. I attributed this

•Do you fancy a modular approach to
computing with a compact desktop Mac that
is easy to swap out for a newer model and
combine with a display or displays exactly to
your liking and within your budget? The
Mac mini may be for you.

Continued on Page 29

•Do you like the idea of desktop computing
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numerous plug-ins to restore or
improve their capabilities and
renaming some plug-ins and
search sets for clarity (such as
changing healthfinder.gov as
MyHealthFinder). DEVONagent
Pro improves retry handling of
the download manager, reduces
memory usage while searching,
improves capturing of dynamic
websites as paginated or singlepage PDF documents via
AppleScript, ensures that
changes to system font size
work correctly in the latest
macOS releases, and fixes a bug
that could cause visual artifacts
when opening and closing
many tabs. (All updates are free.
DEVONagent Lite, free;
DEVONagent Express, $4.95
new; DEVONagent Pro, $49.95
new with a 25% discount for
TidBITS members; various sizes;
release notes available in the
Help menu; macOS 10.10+)

ScreenFlow 10.0.3
Telestream has issued
ScreenFlow 10.0.3, a
maintenance update following
its recent major upgrade. The
screencast recording and video
editing app adds the
AVFoundation framework for
camera recording, restores
missing video filters, fixes a bug
that caused users to get the
opposite screen than what was
selected, resolves an issue with
jittery USB webcam recording
when connected to a multi-port
hub/dongle, addresses a
problem that caused green
artifacts to appear in loop
recordings, and resolves an
issue that prevented recording a
secondary screen. ($149 new,
upgrade pricing available, 85.4
MB, release notes, macOS
10.15+)

Quicken 6.3.1
Quicken Inc. has published
version 6.3 of Quicken for Mac,
introducing a new investment
dashboard that highlights the

top movers for the day, provides
an allocation view of securities
and asset classes, and adds a
simple tracking option. The
release also now enables you to
budget your mortgage payment
using a detailed scheduled
transaction, improves the
Quicken sidebar to notify you
when there are issues with an
account, changes the Clear
Filters button from white to
green to make it easier to see
when your register is filtered,
and adds an Early Access option
to receive new features before
they officially ship. Shortly after
this release, Quicken issued
version 6.3.1 to address
unspecified bugs. ($34.99/
$51.99/$77.99 annual
subscriptions, free update for
subscribers, release notes, 97
MB, macOS 10.13+)

Alfred 4.5
Running with Crayons has
published Alfred 4.5 with the
new Universal Actions feature
for Powerpack users, enabling
you to take any text, URLs, or
files and perform actions on
them from anywhere on your
Mac using the Universal Action
hotkey. Alfred includes over 60
default actions, such as copying
to your clipboard, saving as a
snippet, extracting URLs from a
block of text, and more.
Alfred 4.5 also now recognizes
keypad number keys as special
when using Dispatch Key
Combo objects in Workflows
and Remote, limits significant
digits in the calculator to
prevent floating-point rounding
issues in macOS 10.15 Catalina
and macOS 11 Big Sur, and
updates the internal Alfred URL
parser to correctly recognize
empty authority based URLs.
(Free for basic functionality, £29
for Powerpack, 4.9 MB, release
notes, macOS 10.11+)

Ulysses 23.1
Ulysses has released version 23
of its eponymous writing app,
refining blog publishing features
and reworking the writing
session history. The update
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better identifies published posts
with a paper plane icon in the
sheet list; adds a widget to the
dashboard that displays your
blog’s name, the publishing
status of a post, and the date of
your last upload; ensures
publishing status is synced
between all devices; and
enables Ghost blog users to
update previously published
posts. Shortly after this release,
Ulysses issued version 23.1 to
fix a few stability issues.
Students can purchase Ulysses
at a discounted price of $10.99
per six months. ($5.99/$49.99
monthly/yearly subscription
from the Mac App Store, in
Setapp, free update, 31.3 MB,
release notes, macOS 10.14.4+)

Art Text 4.1
BeLight Software has issued Art
Text 4.1, an update to the
graphic design app for creating
lettering and typography
graphics, text mockups, and
artistic text effects. The release
adds new vector drawing tools
for improved logo design,
bundles new badge and logo
design templates plus 300 new
vector icons and shapes, brings
137 new shapes for badge
design, enables you to export to
vector images for graphics with
no raster effects, and introduces
the Convert to Shape feature for
editing text using vector
drawing tools. ($29.99 new
from BeLight Software or the
Mac App Store, free update,
748 MB, release notes, macOS
10.14+)

1Password 7.8.7
AgileBits has issued 1Password
7.8.7, adding support for the
new Magic Keyboard with
Touch ID on M1-based Macs.
The password manager also
ensures that the Quit
Completely menu item is
present in the 1Password menu
at all times, fixes a bug with
authentication that could cause
you to become disconnected,
properly displays the stoplight
Continued on Page 31
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buttons when viewing items in
separate windows, resolves an
issue that prevented archived
items from migrating to
1Password accounts, and
ensures that logins save and fill
on the US Electronic Federal
Tax Payment System. ($64.99
standalone app from
AgileBits or the Mac App Store
or a $2.99- or $4.99-per-month
subscription—TidBITS members
setting up new accounts receive
6 months free, free update, 75.8
MB, release notes, macOS
10.13+)

Firefox 91
Mozilla has issued Firefox
91 with enhanced cookie
clearing logic to prevent hidden
data leaks and make it easier to
understand which websites are
storing local information. The
Web browser also brings back
the “Simplify page when
printing” feature for clutter-free
printouts, automatically enables
High Contrast Mode when
System Preferences >
Accessibility > Display >
Increase Contrast is selected,
and includes Switch to Tab
results from Private Browsing
windows. (Free, 127 MB,
release notes, macOS 10.12+)

Timing 2021.5.1
Daniel Alm has released Timing
2021.5, renaming the time and
productivity tracking app’s
“tasks” to “time entries” to
reduce the potential for
confusion. (Note that
AppleScripts will need to
replace “task” with “time entry”
or “timer.”) The update also
resolves an issue with
generating reports via
AppleScript, improves the
suggestion list to show projects
more efficiently, reduces the
number of false positives for call
tracking, and no longer cuts off
numbers at the start or end of a
Terminal window title. Shortly
after this release, Alm pushed
out Timing 2021.5.1 to address

some bugs. The release notes
also mention that this might be
the last release to support
macOS 10.13 High Sierra. ($42/
$66/$96 annual subscriptions,
free update, in Setapp, 34.6 MB,
release notes, macOS 10.13+)

Pixelmator Pro 2.1.3
The Pixelmator Team has issued
Pixelmator Pro 2.1.3 with a
revised engine for reading and
writing Photoshop PSD files.
The new PSD engine can now
open shape layers in PSD files,
supports more advanced text
features (including symbol sizes
and capitalization), adds
support for very large PSD files
(in PSB format), improves
rendering effects, and preserves
certain adjustment layers such
as Hue/Saturation, Exposure,
and Channel Mixer. The update
also supports more ABR brush
properties, increases the
maximum brush size to 5000
pixels, and preserves colors
more accurately when exporting
images to JPEG or TIFF with
CMYK color profiles. ($39.99
new from Pixelmator and the
Mac App Store, free update,
352 MB, release notes, macOS
10.14.4+)

August 2021Parallels
Desktop
17Parallels has released version
17.0 of its Parallels Desktop for
Mac virtualization software with
support for macOS 12 Monterey
and Windows 11. It also boasts
optimized performance on M1based Macs—starting up to 33%
faster and providing up to 20%
faster disk performance for
Windows 10 and 11. Macs with
Apple’s M1 chip also recognize
battery status and enable battery
saving when running Windows
10, receive multichannel sound
support and jack presence
detection with native drivers in
Linux virtual machines, and
enable use of BitLocker and
Secure Boot in Windows 10 and
11 via a new virtual Trusted
Platform Module (TPM) chip.
Parallels Desktop 17 also
improves the display driver for
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smoother Windows interface
responsiveness and
synchronized video playback;
improves Coherence mode with
windowed shutdown, update,
and sign-in screens; and enables
you to drag-and-drop text and
images between Windows
applications and Monterey’s
Quick Note.
Along with the standard edition,
Parallels Desktop is available in
a Pro Edition that can convert a
linked clone to an independent
virtual machine and improves
the Visual Studio plug-in with
support for M1-based Macs. A
Business Edition adds the
capability to provision preconfigured Windows virtual
machines to a mixed fleet of
Mac computers with both Intel
and M1 CPUs.
The standard edition of Parallels
Desktop costs $79.99 for an
annual subscription or $99.99
for a one-time perpetual license.
Users with a previously
purchased perpetual license can
upgrade for $49.99 or upgrade
to a Parallels Desktop Pro
Edition subscription for $49.99
per year. Parallels Desktop Pro
Edition and Mac Business
Edition are available only via
annual subscriptions ($99.99 for
either). A free 14-day fullfeatured trial is available.
($79.99 annual subscription for
standard edition [$49.99
upgrade], $99.99 annual
subscription for Pro Editions
[$49.99 upgrade from
standard], 311 MB, release
notes, macOS 10.13.6+)

